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UNJUST GREEN: ON VACCINE PASSPORTS 
India must continue to monitor discrimination in vaccine passports issue 

The European Union’s decision to enforce a “Green Pass” to allow travel within the EU from July 

1, and linked to specified vaccines, has set off a storm of protest from several quarters including India. 

According to the European Medicines Agency (EMA) that sets the guidelines, the vaccines given 

“conditional marketing authorisation” were Comirnaty (Pfizer/BioNTech), Vaccine Janssen (Johnson & 

Johnson), Spikevax (Moderna) and Vaxzevria (AstraZeneca), which makes it clear that neither of India’s 

vaccines, Covishield and Covaxin, as well as Russia’s and China’s, would be eligible for the EU Digital 

COVID Certificate (EUDCC), as the Green Pass is formally called. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 

took up the exclusion strongly with EU authorities this week, particularly the case of Covishield, which is 

made under licensing and certification from AstraZeneca, and  cleared by WHO. India has argued that 

the entire idea of “vaccine passports” would leave developing nations and the global south at a 

disadvantage, as they have restricted vaccine access. An unspoken but valid criticism is that there is a 

hint of racism in the action — the EMA list only includes vaccines already used by Europe and North 

America. A letter of protest on the EMA’s decision was also issued by the African Union and the Africa 

CDC this week, which called Covishield the “backbone” of the COVAX alliance’s programme, that has 

been administered in many African countries. The EMA list is not binding however, and countries can 

choose to include others individually. After India’s vocal protests, and its subtle threat to impose 

reciprocal measures, at least a third of the EU has said they would recognise Covishield (Estonia has 

accepted Covishield and Covaxin).  

While the news that Austria, Estonia, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Slovenia, 

Spain and Switzerland (not an EU member) have accommodated India’s concerns is welcome, there are 

still some hurdles before Indian travellers. Most of these countries are not at present accepting Indian 

travellers at all, as no non-essential travel is allowed to EU countries, and the spread of the Delta variant, 

first identified in India, has meant further travel restrictions. In addition, Indians who have taken doses 

of Covaxin will need to wait even longer, until this vaccine receives WHO clearance. Finally, as more 

nations complete their vaccine programmes, they will seek to tighten their border controls with “vaccine 

passports” and longer quarantines in order to curtail the spread of new variants. While it is necessary for 

the Government to keep up with these actions worldwide, and battle discriminatory practices, the real 

imperative remains to vaccinate as many Indians as possible, given that more than six months after the 

Indian inoculation programme began, only 4.4% of those eligible have been fully vaccinated. 

 

 unjust (adjective) – biased, unfair, one-sided, 

influenced. 

 green (noun) – green pass; a green light. 

 vaccine passport (noun) – it is documentation 

proving that you have been vaccinated against 

Covid-19 to access certain facilities and 

events. It could be in the form of a 

smartphone app or a written certificate. 

 discrimination (noun) – prejudice, intolerance, 

inequity, unfairness (against an individual or 

group of individuals by society and its 

institutions (basically in the procedures, 

policies or objectives) as a whole. 

 enforce (verb) – force, compel, demand, insist 

on.  

 Green Pass (noun) – The EU COVID Digital 

Green Pass is the popular form of the “EU 

Digital COVID Certificate” (EUDCC) which is a 

digital (or paper) certificate that will enable a 

person to travel within and to the EU region 

covering 27 member-states. The certificate 

will act as proof of the fact that the person 

concerned has been vaccinated or has 

recovered from COVID-19 or has a negative 

certificate on a COVID-19 test done 24 hours 

prior to travelling.  

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 set off (phrasal verb) – cause, bring about, 

begin/start, prompt, trigger. 

 storm (noun) – outburst, outbreak, eruption, 

outpouring, upsurge. 

 quarter (noun) – a particular area/place or a 

group of people. 

 The European Medicines Agency (EMA) 

(noun) – a decentralised agency of the 

European Union (EU) responsible for the 

scientific evaluation, supervision, and safety 

monitoring of medicines in the EU. 
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 conditional marketing authorisation (CMA) 

(noun) – The approval of a medicine that 

addresses unmet medical needs of patients on 

the basis of less comprehensive data than 

normally required. The available data must 

indicate that the medicine’s benefits outweigh 

its risks and the applicant should be in a 

position to provide the comprehensive clinical 

data in the future.   

 authorisation (noun) – approval, sanction, 

permission, consent, clearance. 

 comirnaty (noun) – mRNA-based vaccine 

candidate (BNT162b2) produced by Pfizer and 

BioNTech. 

 Vaccine Janssen (noun) – Janssen COVID-19 

Vaccine or Ad26.COV2.S vaccine candidate is 

developed by Johnson & Johnson (Janssen 

Biotech, Inc). 

 Spikevax (noun) – Spikevax or mRNA-1273 is 

an mRNA vaccine candidate which was co-

developed by Moderna and investigators from 

NIAID’s Vaccine Research Center. 

 Vaxzevria (noun) – Vaxzevria or (ChAdOx1 

nCoV-19) or (AZD1222) is a COVID-19 vaccine 

candidate developed by Oxford University and 

AstraZeneca, UK Ltd. 

 Oxford vaccine/Covishield (noun) – (ChAdOx1 

nCoV-19) or (AZD1222) is named Covishield in 

India. Serum Institute of India (SII), a 

biotechnology company has partnered with 

global pharma giant AstraZeneca and Oxford 

University for this vaccine candidate 

‘Covidshield’. 
 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, 

elucidate. 

 Covaxin (noun) – India’s first indigenous 

COVID-19 vaccine candidate (COVAXIN) 

developed by a Hyderabad-based company 

(Bharat Biotech) in collaboration with the 

ICMR (The Indian Council of Medical 

Research). 

 EU Digital COVID Certificate (EUDCC) (noun) – 

The EU COVID Digital Green Pass. 

 take up (phrasal verb) – pursue a matter. 

 The (Global) South (noun) – the poor 

developing countries (of Asia, Africa, South 

America, amongst others). 

 The (Global) North (noun) – the economically 

developed countries (of Europe, North 

America, Australia, amongst others). 

 at a disadvantage (phrase) – in an 

unfavourable situation/position.  

 unspoken (adjective) – unstated, unexpressed, 

unmentioned. 

 racism (noun) – the belief that a particular 

race is superior or inferior to another. 

 Africa Centres for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) (noun) – The Africa CDC is a 

public health agency of the African Union. 

Africa CDC strengthens the capacity and 

capability of Africa’s public health institutions 

as well as partnerships to detect and respond 

quickly and effectively to disease threats and 

outbreaks, based on data-driven interventions 

and programmes. 

 backbone (noun) – mainstay, cornerstone, 

foundation, chief support. 

 COVAX (noun) – COVAX is co-led by Gavi, the 

Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 

Innovations (CEPI), and WHO. Its aim is to 

accelerate the development and manufacture 

of COVID-19 vaccines, and to guarantee fair 

and equitable access for every country in the 

world. 

 alliance (noun) – association, union, 

partnership. 

 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, 

apply (a drug/vaccine). 

 binding (adjective) – irrevocable, unalterable, 

permanent, conclusive; compulsory, 

obligatory, mandatory. 

 vocal (adjective) – vociferous, outspoken, 

forthright; relating to someone who expresses 

his/her views frankly. 

 subtle (adjective) – indirect, sensitive. 

 impose (verb) – force, thrust, inflict, press, 

urge; put a restriction on. 

 reciprocal (adjective) – corresponding, 

correlative; given in return, returned. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 accommodate (verb) – adjust, adapt, attune, 

get accustomed, come to terms with, come to 

accept. 

 hurdle (noun) – obstacle, difficulty, problem, 

barrier, impediment, obstruction, hindrance. 

 delta variant/B.1.617.2 (noun) – a variant of 

the coronavirus, first identified in India, is 

renamed as the ‘Delta variant’ by the World 

Health Organization (WHO) and this variant is 

reclassified as Variant of Concern (VOC). The 

B.1.617.1 strain has been reclassified to a 

Variant of Interest (VOI) and labelled variant 

“Kappa”. 

 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of 

something. 
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 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 tighten (verb) – make stricter, make more 

rigorous, make more stringent, stiffen, 

toughen. 

 quarantine (noun) – a process of separating 

out people, animals and things (such as plants) 

from others for a period of time in order to 

control/restrict the spread of a contagious 

disease; Quarantine is imposed to separate 

and restrict the movement of persons, who 

may have been exposed to infectious disease, 

but not yet known to be ill. 

 in order to (phrase) – with the purpose/aim 

of. 

 curtail (verb) – decrease, lessen, reduce, 

restrict, limit. 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version 

or mutant of something (virus). 

 keep up (phrasal verb) – continue, keep on 

with, go on with, carry on with, persist with. 

 discriminatory (adjective) – biased, 

unfair/unjust, inequitable, one-sided, partisan. 

 imperative (noun) – necessary condition, 

precondition, essential requirement. 

 vaccinate (verb) – inoculate, administer, 

introduce (with a vaccine to provide immunity 

against a disease). 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 inoculation (noun) – vaccination, injection, 

immunization; jab, shot. 

************************************************************************************* 

NET LOSS: ON INTERNET ACCESS TO SCHOOLS 
The Centre must help provide Internet links to all schools as an essential service 
The digital divide in India’s school education system, reflected by the absence of computers and 

Internet access on campus, emerges starkly from the Education Ministry’s Unified District Information 

System for Education Plus (UDISE+), for the pre-pandemic year of 2019-20. Physical infrastructure has 

traditionally meant good buildings, playgrounds, libraries and access to water and toilets, but the advent 

of hybrid learning even ahead of the coronavirus crisis has made essential online access and computers 

key adjuncts to make the learning process more engaging. During 2020-21, it became painfully evident 

that most students had to rely on remote learning, but many faced the double jeopardy of not 

possessing their own computing devices and smartphones at home, and their schools remaining in the 

dark without such facilities. In remote areas, particularly in the Northeast, many had to travel closer to 

mobile phone towers to access the Internet on shared phones to get their lessons. The latest data 

confirm that a mere 22% of schools across the country on average had Internet access, while 

government institutions fared much worse at 11%. On the second metric of functional computer access, 

the national average was 37% and for government schools, 28.5%. Beyond the averages, the range of 

deficits reflects deep asymmetries: 87.84% of Kerala schools and 85.69% in Delhi had an Internet facility, 

compared to 6.46% in Odisha, 8.5% in Bihar, 10% in West Bengal and 13.62% in Uttar Pradesh. 

Students and teachers not being able to use computers and the Internet is acknowledged to be a 

form of deprivation, especially during the pandemic, just as the inability to attend in-person classes is 

another. Many scholars see the teaching-learning process as multi-dimensional, helping to inculcate 

social skills. COVID-19 has, however, compelled all countries to evaluate hybrid education models, with a 

mix of lessons delivered virtually now and on campus later when the virus threat abates. In such a multi-

layered process, bringing computers and the Internet to all schools cannot be delayed any longer. The 

Centre must explore all options, such as the National Broadband Mission, the BSNL network and other 

service providers, to connect schools, including all government institutions that are severely deprived; 

the upcoming 5G standard with the benefit of high wireless bandwidth may also be able to help bridge 

the gap quickly. Getting computers to schools should also not be difficult because, apart from public 

funding, communities, corporates and hardware makers can use recycling and donation options. The 

UDISE+ shows that many schools have fallen through the net, and they need urgent help to get 

connected. 

 

 digital divide (noun) – the gap between the 

people who access computer/the internet and 

those who don’t access them. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, exhibit, 

disclose, manifest. 

 absence (noun) – lack, unavailability, 

deficiency. 
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 starkly (adverb) – clearly, distinctly, strikingly. 

 Unified District Information System for 

Education Plus (UDISE+) (noun) – Unified 

District Information System for Education 

(UDISE) initiated in 2012-13 integrating DISE for 

elementary and secondary education is one of 

the largest Management Information Systems 

on School Education covering more than 1.5 

million schools, more then 9.6 million teachers 

and more then 264 million children. UDISE+ is 

an updated and improved version of UDISE. 

The entire system is now online and has been 

collecting data in real-time since 2018-19. 

 pre-pandemic (noun) – before the pandemic. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to 

function properly).   

 advent (noun) – arrival, appearance, 

emergence, occurrence. 

 hybrid learning (noun) –  an educational model 

where some students attend class in-person, 

while others join the class virtually from home. 

 coronavirus (CoV) (noun) – a large family of 

viruses that cause illness ranging from the 

common cold to more severe diseases. 

common signs of infection include respiratory 

symptoms, fever, cough, shortness of breath, 

and breathing difficulties. In more severe cases, 

the infection can cause pneumonia, severe 

acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure, and 

even death. (Courtesy: WHO) 

 adjunct (noun) – companion, accessory, 

supplement, complement. 

 engaging (adjective) – attractive, pleasing, 

pleasant, agreeable, likeable, captivating. 

 rely on (phrasal verb) – depend on; resort to, 

have recourse to. 

 jeopardy (noun) – danger, peril, risk. 

 possess (verb) – own, have. 

 in the dark (phrase) – unaware of, ignorant of, 

uninformed about. 

 fare (verb) – progress, get on, manage. 

 metric (noun) – standard, criterion, 

benchmark. 

 deficit (noun) – shortfall, deficiency, shortage. 

 deep (adjective) – profound, intense, extreme. 

 asymmetry (noun) – lack of equality, non-

uniformity, unevenness, lack of symmetry. 

 acknowledge (verb) – admit, accept, recognize, 

realize. 

 deprivation (noun) – poverty, impoverishment, 

privation, hardship, destitution, distress. 

 inability (noun) – incapability, incapacity, 

helplessness. 

 in-person (adjective) – relating to an 

event/class where people/student physically 

present together. 

 scholar (noun) – academic, intellectual, 

expert/pundit, learned person. 

 multi-dimensional (adjective) – involving 

several dimensions (aspects/features). 

 inculcate (verb) – introduce, instil, infuse, 

induce. 

 virtually (adverb) – in a way of performing a 

task with the use of computer, especially over a 

network. 

 abate (verb) – decline, reduce, decrease. 

 multi-layered (adjective) – having many layers. 

 any longer (phrase) – from now on. 

 explore (verb) – consider, check out, look into. 

 National Broadband Mission (NBM) (noun) – 

This Mission is launched by The Minister for 

Communications, Law & Justice and Electronics 

and Information Technology, Shri Ravi Shankar 

Prasad on 17  Dec, 2019. The vision of the NBM 

is to fast track growth of digital 

communications infrastructure, bridge the 

digital divide, facilitate digital empowerment 

and inclusion and provide affordable and 

universal access of broadband for all. 

Broadband access to all villages by 2022 is one 

of the objectives of the Mission. 

 deprive of (verb) – dispossess, strip of, deny, 

prevent from having. 

 upcoming (adjective) – coming, arriving, 

approaching. 

 bandwidth (noun) – transmission 

capacity/speed. 

 bridge the gulf/gap (phrase) – try to find a way 

to reduce the gap and bring the two separate 

viewpoints together. 

 recycling (noun) – the process of collecting and 

processing materials that would otherwise be 

thrown away as trash and turning them into 

new products. 

 slip/fall through the net (phrase) – go 

unnoticed, go undealt with; be neglected, be 

ignored, be missed, be overlooked (by a 

system).  
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